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The Blind Pi<
Slgnor Arturo Nut in I, 'the blind Italian o

pianist now hero. !« considered a wonder, c

Th!% man is no freak, as blind musicians r

sometimes are. Though totally blind almostfrom birth, bis present rendering of j
elassienl niosle is regarded by critics as n

marvellous. j t

Slgnor Xutinl was born in Florence thir- a

ty-three years ago. of parents of high po- f

sition. Nine months after his birth he was 8

discovered to be "totall^ blind. -
i'

At the age of four the little boy crept to 6

the piano and began to skow strong In!clinatfons for music. Grateful that some- *

thing should come Into his life to enlighten *

r, his parents hnrried hm off to one of the r

best Institutions for the blind in Florence. c

Here he was taught the fundamentals of '
- J -u_ v... I

nn education, ana ne learneu iue pimiu, uy

touch.
i'roin that time on lie fairly lived at the

piano, nnd blended his soul with music. He '

played and practised hours each day. As
his parents were well off, nothing was de-
liied the child In the way of instruction.
To-day he Is a finished musician. He had (

the best of masters, but after they had
taught him harmony nnd the language of
music they could teach him 110 more. He
hns made himself, and Ills playing shows
what that making has been. ,

Every one remembers the sensation Blind
Tom made some years ago. But this negro
musician was in some respects a freak, as

he p ayed by ear and by mimicking Hi sound. ]
What, then, must have been the patience 1
of this young Italian, who plays the most

difficult music, through scientific study,
from note!
He hns a repertoire, committed to memory.of several hundred pieces, frorti the

fugues of Bach and Handel down to the
more moderii classics of Chopin nnd Liszt.
When he seats himself at the piano, where
he remains nearly the whole day, his soul
goes right into It, and it Is doubtless if
ho realizes where he is. He sways with
the time and harmony: the music works '
itself iuto every emotion, and as he touches
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anist's Method of Playing
n the different passages of harmony he g
rles or smiles, jnst as the impressions v

each him. i a

The most amazing thing of all is how this t

oung man learns his music. He does not V
aemorlze it by listening to sonic one piny. t

mt he learns it by note, as to technique. '

nd then plays it with his own idea of ex- '

iression. In all institutions for the blind 1

ilpbnbets are taught by impressions; that
s. by the sensitive finger touching a raised t

lurface. ! <

Signor Xutini has invented a method by 1
vhich he writes all his music in this way. t

le has a litle machine, consisting of a flat
netal surface, with little grooves on it. 1
>ver which he fits a sheet of thick paper 1

>y a frame. Then, with the aid of a small <

uler and an awl, he perforates the most
llfflcult music as the interpreter sits beside
lim and reads it from the regular sheet
uusic.
By the time he has written out a rhap

sod.v or sonata in this manner it is so ^
engraven on his mind that lie can /?;
sit down and play it from memory. .'Aiffi
>r he can hear music and
u-nnn-o , ,,c

bo well that lie can at once i
reproduce It on thi< lit-

'

tie perforating ma- a

hi lie.Jf. !.' If
When he re- / r ahjlj

sorts to t h e ftI
notes he tains / .' f&lmMm
tils south- i V-X-"-:-''
live tin j
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the Piano.
;ers over the tiny raised surfaces. f
vhleh are not larger than pin heads, j. O)
nd. learning lacli hand separately, puts
hent together. it is Mild that after N

'laying the tnost difficult composition A
hrOugh twice he never forgets it. ry/*
tever forgets it. Yet, for fear
lis memory should fall him. he ''J'
ins every piece of his large
epertory written o"hisway. Even intr ^.n.J
ate time is recorded Ar cA i4/ .

>y his little inven- /J(
Ion. /J
Signor Xutini JJ ^

las played /jQ i O
lefore many J/Js/\

-^-§5

crowned

fJr heads of

/ ft Europe.
/If Including the n(

y// / 'If King and Queen
f:'-'j)0'/ If of Italy and the

Q j Vc) young Prince of;
V(I ' Naples and liis bride.

pi,: C/ Helenc of Montenegro.
Or* fie has played with Itu-

11

ptfj /j blnstefn at various times.

:JJ it and after lie had performed sf

J/ lli before Anton Seid! the other day 1,1

( lif Seiill pronounced him a thorough llJ

' %C) musician. j *

/O He is learning English, and has
( Ills grammar all written out by the j((

rtle perforating machine. He studies sev- ^
<ral hours daily. The music hcr<> reprolucedis the tirst few bars of Beethoven's

n«
'Moonlight Sonata." perforated and played (lj
n the reporter s presenep.
There were in the small audience on that

01

x'oasioa several dlslngulslied masters of
"he piano, and in response to Signor Xu- ^
fini's invitation they in turn rendered some

1

if their favorite selections. This served
lie purpose later on to accentuate the art s(

of the blind player, who, considering the sc

disadvantages under which he labors. r<

proved himself the superiar of them all
from the standpoint of technique and ex- "

pression. ..
i tl

To make the exhibition of his wonderful j"'
mastery of the instrument the more ef- '

ectlve .there had not been arranged be- 0

orehand any set programme, so that the
nost artistic and critical might be able to 'ri

jay that after all It was but a wonderful '-v
ixhibition of playing by ear by a very skil- f(

"ill performer, from the mass of the odd- w

ooklng "music sheets." the handiwork of rt

i.i« mnn lip KPlected the music

ailed for. It was an impressive sight to

.vltness the manner in which the Slgnor e:

an his s'ender, sensitive linger tips over w

he tiny perforations of one sheet after an- in

.flier until he secured the desired «nnnber.
A hearer of thorough musical education, tr

J .ho knew nothing of Signor Nutinl's blind- re

ness. would bear testimony that the instru- B

ment was in the hands of one of the great t«

olanists of the age. F

ROUND THE
re long the circling of the globe will
night within the radius of a Summer
on. Instead of spending a month In
'oris, people of means who are fond
venture, will start on a thirty-day Qy
trotting trip via San Francisco, congtheir journey from there via Behrtraits,which will then have become
of intercontinental ferry. /T\ 1
sort of thing v\as foreshadowed '11/

the Trans-Siberian Itailway was first ! *

ht of, but now a bet has been made
the thirty-day feat is possible. The
1 laying the wager is the editor of 1C

o, the most enterprising and the IV
hiest of European journals. ^

-V 1 i. ®OK /\AA I# affop
iro IS willing lO

completion of the railway across

a. its representative does not succeed
ing around the world in thirty days,
ce trotting has fallen Into desuetude
g the last twenty years. Since it

ound impossible to beat the chimerical
Verne record by more than a week

n days, adventurers of all sorts and
lalities have undertaken to show what

lengths of time one can spend in

?nterprise If she or he has plenty on

jlustav Koegel and Frederick Thoener,
n Francisco, tramped 20,000 miles over

ica, Europe and port of Asia, conlgtwo whole years In the task and

; their bet because the White Czar
1 not permit them to sell their photo-
is and write for newspapers in Siberia, Q
the Income of which they hoped to
their way. Miss Annie Londonderry,
iston and Chicago, recently completed
irney around the world on a bicycle.
without changing her clothes, as she |w'j

It took two years and two months J
ffnmniiah that font according to a

)le umpire, but as to the stipulated
>£ her .oiKe the records are not clear, f
if her biographers Insisting that when £l4
oard ship she stowed her machine
lustead of riding it continuously

id the decks as required by the wager.
>ther recent globe trotter by means of
oicycle is Albert Fleck, of Hanover,
mny. He was in New York In Septemast,and said he expected-to finish by
ime the next century had begun. CapAdolphFrietsel, of Brooklyn, who
ed out In June In a twenty-eight-foot
oat to circle the globe, hopes to nclishthe task at about the same period.
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\BOUT ROSA
RflNHFIIR
'S Willi I w I \ I

Rosa Bonhour. though born in 1S22, is
it yet old enough to publish her memoirs,
le says, but the Revue des Revues has
>me delightful "reeolleetlons" from the
iteran artist's fascinating pen.
When in her seventh year Rosa's parents
loved to Paris from the country, where
le little girl had been born. Rosa was

»nt to a boys' seuool, "where she gave as

iany blows as she received-" While livigIn the country Rosa had a dog. a cow

id a goat for playmates, "and it was my
reatest delight to cut out their likenesses
om paper. 1 commenced to do this even

fore I was four years old," says the aitt.
When P.osa ivas ten years old, her father
landoned his family; in 1835 her mother
ed and Monsieur Bonheur returned homo
aiy to apprentice little Rosa to a drossiaker.The occupation did not suit the
rl, and she sought employment with an

eraldic designer, at the same time spendtgall her leisure time at the Louvre in
udy. Soon'she began to make copies of
>tne of the great paintings there, which
mdily sold.
When Bosa was twenty-three, the fam
y once more movea into me cuuuiry, niu

le budding nrtist could now Indulge her
meles for studying animal life. She was

the open for days and weeks at a time,
jservlng domestic animals and game. And
>t content with that, she made it her busiossto visit the slaughter houses regular-
Id order to study the anatomy of her fairitesubjects. Her first original painting

as exhibited In the Salon In 1846. It reprenteda number of rabbits at play.
In 1850 she began her greatest painting, j
rhe Horse Fair," which was subsequently
thiblted iri all the great cities of America
ith immense financial success. The orig- ci

inl owner of it was a M. Gatnbard. After p;
The Horse Iralr" cainc back from Its b(

iumphal march through America, it was ai

isold for the sum of $60,000. In 1855 Uosa ai

onheur was rich enough to buy the es- "

ite of By, in the heart of the forest of tl
ontalnebleau, where she has since lived, ei

WORLD IN THIR"
Gil Bias sent one of its

Charles A. F, Brouard, aroun

about a year ago on a $20,000
A lO _ f. ing him on his trip with the j

°f three sous. Brouard was alio
ride, swltn, or proceed as he
sole condition being he shou
living as he went along. Broua.

L j 1 1 to his own statements, beat hie
Gil Vv 11 1 the globe in eleven months,

said, "lived like a fighting co

the time.

Figaro's man will travel 1

\c7Q beggar nor as a sport, nor as

trGll l *)will go about his business like
'' drummer, valise in har.d, exp

his three meals a day. This
ary as laid down by toe edito

\A 1 1 "Leaving Paris at noon on tli
S/Hl 1 the month, he will reach St. I

the evening of tho second, t

thirty hours. The same night
the road to Siberia, arriving n:

I L point of the new Trans-Siberia
, 1/third day. The end of the roai

city of Vladivostock.will be rf

ninth day. Vladiatock by tli
have become one of the wort

annvno ports. It has a beautiful hnri
1 cGlll lo there he goes to San Franeisc

days by one of the new trans
line steamers. As in 1900 prob:
""l UJWIC Luai! 1UUI ua;» mm

f, half will be needed to cover

4"r)£ l^e d'stance between 'Fris(v00 on(l ^>ew York, the
traveller can embark for
England on the
2 4th, which <S

''AKnfli'O would land hlui /y fv|«Jl/vrIo nl Southnmp- /
1 ton on the
morning of $r§.
the SOth. f'jy::tr So he In) V.:vlijrp;least.
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l (~^\ entirely withl
) possibility. A

. to bring thi. In,
successful issue

I of the Trans-Siber
I as the railway is t<

J beyond all things els
f peeted that Russia wl
that the railroad trill be

f
laIld tiavel within a few yi
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THE NEW WO
Westward the Star of New Womanhood the

v

slowly but surely taking its way. -v

Until now the land of the cowboy and the ''j'1
ittle ranch, tne nome or tne peiiuam aj|
istol and the roaring "round-up," has vad
sen the exclusive property of the male tlor
:tist and author. Remington has drawn, pun
id Richard Harding Davis sung, of the dar
wild and woolly".the latter, to be sure. Rut
trough a Pullman car window.but, nev- bre
rtheless, the West has been exclusively eho

ry DATS ON I
editors, M.
d the world fj\
wager,startjrlncelysum vJ.
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MAN AiSD THE WI
(FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.)

property of the masculine. I

ous ohangorons tout cola. Kuhue Rev- d

ge. that erratic but artistic young lady f
> lias but recently set the world artistic 1

agog with her daring sculpture, has in- v

ed the sacred preserve and upset tradii'sapple cart. No mere unknown cattle t

icher is her model, either. tfhe has i

ed and done the greatest of them all.
Talo Rill, the hero of a hundred hair- 1

adth escapes and a thousand Wild West s

vvs. Who has not heard of Buffalo j

/
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OLD IN
SIBERIA.

tlie opening up of Siberia draws near,
my bo interesting to point 'oqt the Jaws
regulations that govern gold hun*ting in
far-away country that will be within

7 reach of civilization in three or four
rs. According to a recent ukase,
peshulks" (prospectors) are quite welieto the White Czar's domains, pro

dthe local authorities of the district
rove of their character, Jews alone beexcluded.The local authorities will
e a permit to prospectors, and once a

1 hunter has found yellow metal he is

iberty to stake off a claim. This, howr,must not be more than three miles
a half in length and from 500 to 1,000
In UronHth All olnima ji rn rprrlsfprpfl

forfeited to the crown if not constantly
kcd.
dvlces from Russia say that thousands
ibandoned claims are at the disposal of

7-Comers, the crown being only too willtogive them up. The reason for the
slosale abandonment ol claims is that,
to the present time Slberinn gold huntpursuethe work of mining In the most

native manner, there being llttio or no

Iqrgroupd work. There are said, to be
id Id openings for hardy adventurers

rylng other mficblnery mid implements
tiles a shovel and a pick.
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till? Breathes there a boy with soul so

lead that has not seen him rescue the
laleface maiden In the last act amid a

lolocust of,red lire and paean of savage
var whoops.
Miss Beveridge has aimed high, but she

ins not missed. Her latest bust of the fanousscout is a distinct artistic success,

rfie -Hon. William F. Cody, alias Buffalo
till, has now taken his place among the
itntued heroes of the world.
And a new woman has done this t-li'ng.


